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Minutes of the Climate Emergency Committee Meeting of 
Hythe and Dibden Parish Council

Held by virtual meeting via Zoom 
on Tuesday, 8th December, 2020 at 10.30 am

Cllr S Osborne (Chairman)
Cllr S Delemare (Vice-Chairman)

Councillors Councillors
Cllr P Dowd
Cllr M Kitcher

Cllr M Wade

Apologies: Councillors Cllr R Clark

Officers in Attendance
Marcus Kendall, Maintenance and Facilities Supervisor
Claire Donnelly, Minute Clerk

In Attendance
Sue Bailey

128/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 

There were no declarations of interest made and no requests for 
dispensation received.

129/20 MINUTES 

RESOLVED that

The minutes of the meeting of the Climate Emergency 
Committee held on 13th October 2020, having been 
circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman.

130/20 PUBLIC FORUM 

It was noted that an email had been received from the Waterside Cycling 
Action Group regarding bringing greener transport to Hythe and Dibden. 

131/20 REPORTS BY MEMBERS 

Cllr M Wade reported that he asked the NFDC Environment Portfolio 
Holder what was the impact of the changes in operations due to Covid-19 
on NFDC’s carbon footprint. In response to this question, Cllr M Wade 
was given some data and it was reported that the Portfolio Holder did not 
know NFDC’s carbon footprint but would send further information to Cllr M 
Wade, which he will circulate to the Parish Council. Cllr M Wade 
highlighted that it was important that the Parish Council establishes the 
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base figure for its carbon footprint so whatever action is taken to reduce it 
or mitigate it has a measurable impact. 

Cllr Dowd highlighted recycling schemes in the area including the Writing 
Instruments Recycling Programme, which has a drop off point at Ryman 
Stores in Southampton, but is no longer open for new drop-off points. 
There is also an Air, Home and Laundry Care Recycling Programme 
which has a drop off point at Calmore School. Cllr Dowd reported that 
there are further schemes which can be found on the Terracycle website. 
He stated that the next step is to consider how the Council can get 
involved in these initiatives, either through publicising the programmes 
and encouraging shop owners and community groups to adopt a scheme, 
or by exploring the possibility of the Parish Council running a scheme.

The Maintenance and Facilities Supervisor commented that the Parish 
Council could co-ordinate the collection of writing instruments from 
schools to be taken to the drop off point because the Council has links 
with the governors, the Handy Trust and the ACSOs who all already visit 
the schools.

Cllr Osborne reported that she attended the New Forest Zero Carbon 
Alliance meeting where they discussed the School Streets initiative and 
she also made some useful contacts which she has passed on to the 
Maintenance and Facilities Supervisor.

132/20 CARBON FOOTPRINT - BASE FIGURE UPDATE 

Cllr Kitcher joined the meeting at 10.55am.

The Maintenance and Facilities Supervisor reported that he had contacted 
a number of organisations regarding the calculation of the Parish 
Council’s carbon footprint base figure. He has identified a local consultant 
called True Horizon who offers this service and will also create a strategy 
and action plan to assist the Council to reduce its carbon footprint. The 
initial project, called the ‘Sustainable Compass’ will take five weeks and 
costs approximately £2,000. The costs may increase depending on how 
much time the Maintenance and Facilities Supervisor can be allocated to 
the project.

It was confirmed that the Council had been unable to find anyone at the 
local universities to assist with calculating the Parish Council’s carbon 
footprint and it was suggested that the universities may get involved in the 
future as the project progresses.

ACTIONS:
- The Committee supports the Maintenance and Facilities Supervisor 

being allocated time to work on the Climate Emergency projects.
- Cllr M Wade to enquire whether NFDC has employed an Environment 

Officer.
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
The Committee agreed to make the following recommendations to the 
Council:

- The Council to appoint True Horizon to carry out the ‘Sustainability 
Compass’ gap analysis at a cost of approximately £2,000.

- The Council to allocate £5,000 from General Reserves in the 2020/21 
financial year to fund Climate Emergency projects.

- That a separate Climate Emergency budget code is created.

133/20 ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING POINT - PARISH HALL 

The Maintenance and Facilities Supervisor gave an update on his 
investigations about installing an Electric Vehicle Charging Point at the 
Parish Hall. It was reported that a key operated plug-in EV point, which 
would only be available to Parish Council staff, would cost approximately 
£3,000 (and grant funding of up to £800 could be used to offset that 
amount). A pay-to-use EV point, available to the public, would cost 
approximately £7,500.

It was confirmed that the ACSO service are currently using the charging 
point at the workshop and this is working well. It was noted that EV 
charging points are now available in NFDC car parks in Hythe.

ACTIONS:
- To not pursue the installation of an Electric Vehicle charging point at 

the Parish Hall.
- The ACSO service to upload the app to use the charging points in the 

NFDC carparks.
- To review the installation of further Electric Vehicle Charging Points at 

a later date.

134/20 TO DISCUSS ANY ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

It was agreed that the Committee will review the structure of Climate 
Emergency Committee and the terms of reference at the next meeting on 
Tuesday 2nd March 2021.

ACTIONS:
- Cllr Dowd to make the initial informal enquiry to Veolia about what 

types of community projects they are prepared to support and report 
back to the Clerk with the findings.

- Cllr Dowd will raise the idea of local youth groups taking on recycling 
initiatives at the next Youth Forum meeting and report back to the 
Committee.

The Meeting closed at 12.00 pm

Chairman


